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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thinking about the Readings

1. Which works of mercy am I most comfortable per-
forming?

2. What example of a just and upright life has inspired
me?

3. Am I comfortable preaching out of my weakness
rather than my wisdom?

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
7:30 AM Tinh-Pham (Teresa) †

by the family
7:00 AM For the sick of the

parish
7:00 AM Martin Eriksen † by

the Eriksen family
7:00 AM For the People of the

Parish

9:30 AM Special Intentions for
Lynda Koch by Jeanie &
Bob Rauff

8:30 AM Robert Montgomery †
by the Lewandowski
family

8:30 AM Deceased members of the
Grabowski & Osweiler
families by Stephen &
Diane Legergren

8:30 AM Francis Naylis † by the
Lewandowski family

11:30 AM Patricia Symon
Gutierrez † by her hus-
band, Al

Mass Intentions for the week of February 1t to February 8th

Today’s Good News

According to the 1962 Missal of St. John XXIII the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, today is referred to as the
"Purification of Mary." This is known as a "Christmas feast" since it points back to the Solemnity of Christmas. Many
Catholics practice the tradition of keeping out the Nativity creche or other Christmas decorations until this feast.

Today's first reading gives us an important insight to understand profoundly the mystery of the Lord’s Presentation in the
Temple by Mary and Joseph, in accordance with the canons of Mosaic Law. The text, taken from the Prophet Malachi says,
‘I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me; and suddenly there will come to the temple the Lord who you
seek’ (Mal 3:1). From all the Gospels, we know that it is the Precursor, St John the Baptist who was born 6 months before
Jesus, that God sent to prepare His way.

Putting these evangelical facts together, we can comprehend the words of the Prophet Malachi. The Lord God promised
that He would send a Precursor to prepare His way. Since there is only 6 months between the birth of St John the Baptist
and Jesus it is clear that the prophecy meant that suddenly after the Precursor, the Lord Himself will come. So, soon after
the Baptist’s birth, God entered His temple. Jesus’ presentation signifies God’s entrance to His temple. God made man
entered His temple, presenting Himself to those who were really searching for Him.

Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Presentation of the Lord which occurs forty days after the birth of Jesus and is
also known as Candlemas day, since the blessing and procession of candles is included in today's liturgy.

Readings for 5thSunday in Ordinary Time
February 8, 2025

First Reading: Isaiah 58:7-10
When your fasting feeds the hungry, a new day
dawns.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Paul’s message doesn't rest on his own wisdom but
on the power of the Spirit.

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16
You are the salt of the earth and the light of the
world.

Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer) at 8:10am
(before the 8:30 mass), Mon.-Thu. (unless no school on Fri.)
Recitation of the Rosary: Mon. – Sat., 9am in the Chapel.
Novena – Our Lady of Perpetual Help Tuesday, after the
8:30am Mass.
Spanish Adoration & Prayer Group, Thursdays 6:00pm
Holy Hour 9-10 – Thurs. (except holidays) after the 8:30
Mass, Divine Mercy, Rosary, Silent Prayer, Benediction.
Holy Days — Same as Sundays (7:30am, 9:30am &
11:30am)
Litanies—After the 8:30am Mass

LITURGY OF THE WORD DEVOTIONS

For Reflection:

Around this table we are given a
glimpse of the light that will fill the
halls of the heavenly banquet. Here,
we are called to become the light for
this world, giving everyone we meet
a glimpse of the glory of God

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School February 1, 2026

Blessed are the lowly, the sorrowing, the poor in spirit.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 2



Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
7:00 AM Special Intentions of

Father Chris
7:00 AM Special Intention for Jim

Susavage by the family
8:30 AM Josh Simmons † by the

family
7:30 AM Louis & Ilah Grefig †

by their son, Daniel

8:30 AM Chris Cubine † by the
family

8:30 AM Deacon Boland † by his
sister

5:00 PM Frank Fierro † by the
Mazlin family

9:30 AM Patricia Tobin † by
the ladies

11:30 AM Bill & Natalie
Gardner † by Peggy

Mass Intentions for the week of February 1t to February 8th

Stewardship Thought:: Blessed are they who are
what they are and do what they do for the sake of the
kingdom! The Gospel today assures good stewards
that their suffering and their service on behalf of the
kingdom will be rewarded.

Parish Sacrificial Giving (Regular Sunday
Offering) In gratitude for the gifts we have received
from God, the parishioners and visitors gave
$13,592.00 for the ministries of St. Teresa. Thank you
for your continued support and generosity. God
bless.

STEWARDSHIP SCHOOL NEWS

QUESTION OF THE WEEK?

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

How does the parish see its role in
preparing the way of Christ?

SAVE THE DATE…
March 14th is St. Teresa
School’s Annual Golf Tour-
nament at La Cita Golf and
Country Club.
Start organizing your team

of four golfers. The registration forms will soon be availa-
ble.
Registration Fee Includes: Green Fees, Golf Cart, Pre-
Tournament Lunch, Awards, Prizes and Contests Including
Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin and Much More!
Golfer Registration or sponsorship forms can be found by
clicking the above buttons.

Also mark your calendar for a fun Ca-
sino Night which will be held on May
30th.

Many had lots of fun last year, so think
and plan ahead.

Why St. Teresa?
St. Teresa Catholic School is an excellent parish school cele-
brating over 60 years of academic excellence in Titusville
and surrounding communities. Our program is based on
Gospel values and Catholic traditions and is implemented
in a Christ-centered environment that stresses excellence
for all students.

Discover the Catholic School Advantage for your child at St.
Teresa Catholic School.

Our Pillars of Excellence
 Faith
 Technology
 Outreach

The Sanctuary lamp is lit this week in memory of Deacon Boland by Joan May

Eucharistic Adoration

We will have an all day Eucharistic Adoration February 5th
from 9am to 6:30pm in the Chapel.

There will be the Spanish Holy Hour and Exposition from
5:30-6:30pm.

If anyone would like to sign up for an hour, please call
Cheryl Kassack at: 321-383-1312 (H) 321-795-1456 (c)

The first Friday of the month will be :
February 6th-We will have exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel all day.
Please plan to spend some time in prayer with
our Lord.
First Saturday
This Saturday is the first Saturday of the month, February
7th. Special prayers will be prayed after the 8:30 AM Mass.
Please join us.

Cheers & Congratulations
St Teresa Buyers Bargain Shop

The St Teresa Bargain Shop was re-
cently names BEST THRIFT STORE
in Titusville.
This recognition is part of the Busi-
ness Rate Best of 2025 Awards for customer satisfaction,
brand reputation and service excellence and ranked
against local competitors.

Thank you for your donations but especially to the Ladies
that worked to make this award possible.

Officer Cruz speaking with the students
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FAITH FORMATION

St. Teresa of Avila
Catholic Church and School February 1, 2026

Religious Education (CCD)
Religious Education Classes (CCD) this
Wednesday in the school at 6:15 pm.

OCIA
Our OCIA meeting is this Sunday, February 1st at 1:30pm in
the Avila Hall.

“O”ur Catholic Nugget
A Quote from Venerable Msgr. Aloysius Schwartz "When you
pray, you only have to ask for two things: You should ask for
the light to see the will of God, and you have to ask for the
courage to be able to do the will of God."
Confirmation 2027
Prep Sessions (1-4) for Confirmation
Wednesday, Feb 04, 2026 @ 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Wednesday, Feb 11, 2026 @ 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Winter Bible study:
Monday, February 2nd 9:30am in Avila Hall
Tuesday, February 3rd 6:30pm in Avila Hall
Wednesday, February 4th 9:30am in Avila Hall
If you have any questions contact the Faith Formation office at
321-349-5445 (voice or text) or by email at faithfor-
mation@stteresa-titusville.org.

Breakfast Buffet
Save the date, Sunday February 15th for our next Breakfast
Buffet after each Mass in the Parish Center. Omelets made to
order, pancakes, as well as Sausage, Bacon, Scrambled Eggs,
Biscuits and Gravy! Suggested donation: Adults: $12, Children 5
-12 $6.
Proceeds will be used to reduce the cost of the Youth Travelers
on our Italy Youth Pilgrimage 2026.
Youth Group Summer Camps Camp Veritas. June 9th – 14th

Lake Placid, Florida
Ava Maria Youth Conference 2026 July 10th – 12th; Ave Maria
University
If you are interested in attending either or both of these summer
events, please contact the Faith Formation Office. Cell: (321)
349-5445 (voice or text) Email: faithformation@stteresa-
titusville.org

Italy Pilgrimage 2026, Fund Raiser

Bereavement /Grief Support Group
A Grief, Prayer, Support Group has been orga-
nized for anyone that has lost a loved one or is
interested in participating.
You do not need to be a member of the Parish
to participate.
Meetings will be held on Thursdays from 4:30-6:3PM.

All are welcome. For additional information, please contact
the Parish Office @321-268-3441

Blue Army Rosary
Blue Army Rosary and Chaplets
The St. Teresa Chapter of the Blue Army is host-
ing, in the Chapel, a weekly:
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy on Monday nights at
6pm .There will be a Pot Luck dinner 02/09/26.

Choir Rehearsal
Contemporary choir rehearses every
Tuesday at 7pm in the church.

Traditional choir rehearses every
Wednesday at 7pm in the church

Food Pantry Cor Jesu

Food Pantry is in need of coffee, sugar
and juice. All food donations are always
appreciated.

If you chose to send a check please make out to Cor Je-
su. Grocery store gift cards are always welcome for per-
ishables. They can be placed in the box outside the gift
shop. Thank you for your weekly generosity.

Moms of Tiny Saints

A Catholic ministry where
moms can find community in
the messiness and joy of rais-
ing tiny saints. Join us at one of our up-
coming events.

Contact Kasey at (321) 289-6399 for any
questions.

Fund Raiser Dates

50/50 Raffles Monthly, ticket sale after
each Mass, Drawing at the

end of each month.
Breakfast Buffet Monthly, see announce-

ments and Bulletin for
dates.

Restaurant Spirit Nights Culvers 5:00pm –
8:00pm ; February 2nd,

April 20th , June 1st

Italian Dinner Night February 21,2026

Feb. 10 10AM Taylor Park at
Cocoa Village

Playground Meet Up

To schedule a Baptism or a Preparation Class con-
tact the Faith Formation Office 321-349-5445 (voice
or text) or by email at faithformation@stteresa-
titusville.org. The Preparation class will be held on
the date and time you schedule in the Faith For-
mation Room in Avila Hall

For information please contact the Faith Formation office at 321-349-
5445 (voice or text) or by email at faithformation@stteresa-
titusville.org
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Presentation of the Lord also known as Candlemas Day

Candlemas is a Christian holiday celebrated annually on February 2. It celebrates
three occasions according to Christian belief: the presentation of the child Jesus; Jesus’
first entry into the temple; and it celebrates the Virgin Mary’s purification

Candlemas Day is another name for the feast of the Presentation of the Lord. Forty
days after His birth, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple for the rites of purifi-
cation and dedication as prescribed by the Torah. According to the Book of Leviticus
(12:1-4), when a woman bore a male child, she was considered “unclean” for seven days. On the eighth day, the boy was cir-
cumcised. The mother continued to stay at home for 33 days for her blood to be purified. After the 40 days, the mother and
the father came to the temple for the rite of purification, which included the offering of a sacrifice — a lamb for a holocaust
(burnt offering) and a pigeon or turtledove for a sin offering, or for a poor couple who could not afford a lamb, two pigeons
or two turtledoves. Note Joseph and Mary made the offering of the poor (Lk 2:24).

Also, Joseph and Mary were obliged by the Torah to “redeem” their first born son: “The Lord spoke to Moses and said,
‘Consecrate to me every first-born that opens the womb among the Israelites, both of man and beast, for it belongs to
me’” (Ex 13:1). The price for such a redemption was five shekels, which the parents paid to the priest. This “redemption” was
a kind of payment for the Passover sacrifice, by which the Jews had been freed from slavery.

However, St. Luke discusses the Presentation of Our Lord: “When the day came to purify them according to the law of Mo-
ses, the couple brought Him up to Jerusalem, so that He could be presented to the Lord, for it is written in the law of the
Lord, ‘Every first-born male shall be consecrated to the Lord’” (Lk 2:22-23). So the focus is on Jesus’ consecration to God.
The verb “to present” (paristanai) also means to “offer,” which evokes Jesus being presented as the priest who will offer
Himself as the perfect sacrifice to free us from the slavery of sin, seal the new and eternal covenant with His blood, and open
the gates to the true promised land of heaven.
So the Presentation is a proclamation of Christ — Messiah and Priest, Lord and Savior. He is the light who came into this
world to dispel sin and darkness. For this reason, traditionally at least since the seventh century, candles have been blessed
at Mass this day that will be used throughout the year, hence coining the term “Candlemas.”

Many cultures have also had weather lore that sprang up in relation to Candlemas. There is an old English rhyme:

So if the bright sun “overshadows” the brightness of Candlemas Day, there will be more winter. However, if the light of Can-
dlemas Day radiates through the gloom and darkness of the day, the end of winter is near. In America, Protestants decided
we should replace Catholic Candlemas Day with Groundhog Day.

World day for Consecrated Life
February 2nd

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II insti-
tuted a day of prayer for women and
men in consecrated life. This celebra-
tion is attached to the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd.
This Feast is also known as Candlemas Day; the day on
which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the
light of the world. So too, those in consecrated life are
called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples.
The celebration of World Day for Consecrated Life is
transferred to the following Sunday in order to highlight
the gift of consecrated persons for the whole Church.

Our Youth Italy Pilgrimage is selling tickets for a chance to win
a fantastic Themed Gift Basket. We have 10+ Baskets we will
be drawing winning tickets for at our Italian Dinner on Sat-
urday February 21, 2026. Baskets Themes include:

Face Book Link:
https://
www.facebook.co
m/share/
p/1JfYc215Ph/?
mibex-
tid=wwXIfr

As well as
several
others,
tickets on sale
after Mass.

One Ticket for
$20 or 3 tickets
for $50.

Blue Army Pasta Dinner

The Blue Army will be hosting the Pasta Dinner on Saturday,
February 7th. Take out boxes are available.

Dinners include spaghetti & meatballs, salad, bread, dessert coffee,
or lemonade and water. Homemade meatballs are huge and deli-
cious.

Suggested donation $12 each. Kids 12 and under
eat free.
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The Presentation of the Lord  

 
 

Hebrews 2:14-18 
 
 

Gaining Experience 
 

 
Parents start their job as mothers and fathers with experience. They watched the 
experience of their own parents, and they see the parenting of their friends. But 
parents also bring their own experience of growing up. They went through what 
their kids go through, and they bring that wisdom to the task. 
 
 
 
As children grow into adolescence, parents often struggle with them. Parents are 
often sustained by the memory of their own adolescence. When they were younger, 
they had to go through those difficult years as well. 
 
 
 
Jesus also had to gain experience. He was to become the redeemer of the human 
race, so God saw fit to have Jesus spend time as a human, in order to experience 
what we do. The Letter to the Hebrews says, “Jesus had to become like his brothers 
and sisters in every way, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest before 
God to expiate the sins of the people.” 
 
 
 
On the Feast of the Presentation, we remember that the parents of Jesus brought 
him to the temple at the age of forty days. Jesus was God. It should not have been 
necessary for him to do this. But he did this, and much more, to become like the 
people he would save. He understands the struggles of parents and teens, of those 
who are tempted and those who hope for more—because he became one like us. 
 
 
 
 
Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2010, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-
7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lec-
tionary Bulletin Inserts, Year A: First and Second Readings. 
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Presentation of the Lord

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Presentation of
Jesus in the temple. The Presentation, which is celebrated 40
days after Christmas, is not mentioned in the other Gospels. Only
Luke tells the story, most likely because he writes for Gentile
Christians who are not familiar with the Jewish rite of presenta-
tion and purification. In addition, the intent of Luke’s Gospel is to
show that God’s promise to Israel, fulfilled in Jesus, extends to
Gentiles.

Luke recognizes Joseph and Mary as faithful Jews who bring Je-
sus to the Temple in Jerusalem. Here they present their firstborn
son to the Lord. Jesus is thus consecrated as required by the Law
of Moses. Present in the temple at this time are Simeon and An-
na. Both are awaiting the restoration of God’s rule in Israel.

Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see
Christ the Lord, the Messiah, before he died. The holy man im-
mediately recognized the infant Jesus as the promised Savior, a
“light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people
Israel.” Anna also recognized Jesus as the fulfillment of the
promise of redemption and spoke about
him to all.

Jesus our Light and salvation is here.
He brings with him cleansing,
consoling, and communing.

He also compels a choice. Choose him
now, run to him, he is here

and he is calling!

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St Blasé Blessing of Throats
Weekend of 1/31—2/1

Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebastea and a
doctor. The first known record of the saint's life
comes from the medical writings of Aëtius Am-
idenus, where he is recorded as helping with
patients suffering from objects stuck in their
throat. Many of the miraculous aspects of St. Blaise’s life are
written of 400 years after his martyrdom in the “Acts of St.
Blaise.”
Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer then, eventually,
became a "physician of souls." He then retired to a cave, where
he remained in prayer. People often turned to Saint Blaise for
healing miracles.

In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser Armenia,
Agricola, arrested then-bishop Blaise for being a Christian. On
their way to the jail, a woman set her only son, who was chock-
ing to death on a fish bone, at his feet.
Blaise cured the child, and though Agricola was amazed, he
could not get Blaise to renounce his faith. Therefore, Agricola
beat Blaise with a stick and tore at his flesh with iron combs
before beheading him.

In another tale, Blaise was being led to the prison in Sebastea,
and on the way came across a poor old woman whose pig had
been stolen by a wolf. Blaise commanded the wolf return the
pig, which it did -alive and uninjured - to the amazement of all.
When he reached Sebastea, the woman came to him and
brought two fine wax candles in an attempt to dispel the gloom
of his darkened cell.
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